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Foxconn to create HQ in the city 


Company will buy downtown building 


Tom Daykin Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Foxconn Technology Group is com- 
ing to downtown Milwaukee with plans 
to buy a seven-story office building — 
giving it space for potentially hundreds 
of employees. 

Foxconn has agreed to buy the 
132,800-square-foot building at 611 E. 


Wisconsin Ave. from Northwestern Mu- 
tual Life Insurance Co. for an undis- 
closed price, it was announced Monday. 

A Foxconn spokeswoman didn’t re- 
spond to questions about the compa- 
ny’s plans — although more information 
is likely coming Tuesday. 

The building will apparently be Fox- 
conn’s North American headquarters, 
one source said. Along with its future 


Mount Pleasant factories, the company 
also has a small research operation in 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

“They’re obviously going to be wid- 
ening their footprint in this country,” 
said the source, who asked not to be 
identified. 

Foxconn estimates it will have 870 
employees in “business support func- 
tions” in southeastern Wisconsin by the 
end of 2022, according to a Wisconsin 
Economic Development Corp. analysis. 

Such jobs are often in corporate of- 


fices and can include such roles as fi- 
nance, Information technology, human 
resources and marketing. 

The downtown Milwaukee property 
includes a 2-acre site, with a large park- 
ing lot, bordered by Wisconsin Ave., 
Michigan St., Jackson St. and Van Buren 
St. That could provide space for addi- 
tional development. 

“I would argue it’s the best remaining 
downtown development site when you 


See FOXCONN, Page 12A 


North Shore Bank opens 
small, high-tech branches 


Focus on bright interior, self-service stations 


Paul Gores Milwaukee Journal Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


or decades, bank branches were built to have a fortress-like look and feel. 


All-brick or concrete exteriors, few or heavily tinted windows, teller 


counters separating customers from employees. 


Rebecca 
McCarthy, 
branch manager, 
demonstrates 
the collaborative 
teller booth with 
Susan T. Doyle, 
senior vice 
president of 
retail banking at 
North Shore 
Bank, at the new 
branch near 
Bayshore Town 
Center in 
Glendale. Doyle 
said the 


“Some of the old styles were designed to in- 
timidate — supposed to look big and rugged 
and sturdy and safe, like bombs could go off 
and your money would still be safe,” said bank 
consultant Bob Meara. “That’s not the design 
philosophy anymore.” 

Now, Meara said, the issue for bankers is, 
“How do we make it welcoming and get cus- 
tomers to be engaged right when they walk 
in?” 

For some, that has meant a more casual 
atmosphere — bankers in polo shirts, some- 
one near the door to act as a virtual host. 

Brookfield-based North Shore Bank is tak- 
ing it a step further, creating an environment 


that reflects customers who are used to Fac- 
eTime and open-design spaces. 

The bank has been building cutting-edge 
branches to replace dated ones located near- 
by. Its latest opened last week at 403 W. Silver 
Spring Drive, just across the street from 
Bayshore Town Center in Glendale, where the 
bank had a mall-based branch. 

The branch features: 

XM Windows nearly from top to bottom on 
the street-facing sides of the exterior, making 
the interior bright with daylight and giving 
passers-by a look inside. 


See BRANCHES, Page 8A 


new-style 
branch includes 
an open concept 
in which bankers 
talk with people 
when they come 
in and show 
them how to use 
the video teller 
machine and the 
self-service coin 
counter. 

RICK WOOD 
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 
SENTINEL 


Walker says 
yes to paper 
industry 
incentives 


He supports giving tax 
credits to Kimberly-Clark 


Jason Stein Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - Gov. Scott Walker called 
Monday for giving paper-maker Kim- 
berly-Clark Foxconn-sized job incen- 
tives to avoid the closure of plants in 
Neenah and Fox Crossing. 

As Democratic lawmakers were an- 
nouncing their own Kimberly-Clark 
plan, the GOP governor called for pass- 
ing legislation to allow the state to give 
the paper company the same level of tax 
credits per job as Foxconn. 

Walker and Republican leaders have 
said they were willing to provide un- 
precedented tax credits to Foxconn be- 
cause the deal with the high-tech com- 
pany would be “transformational” for 
the state’s economy. Walker is now say- 
ing he’s willing to provide similar incen- 
tives for an industry that, while critical 
to the state, has shed thousands of jobs 
in recent years. 

“To keep 600 jobs here in Wisconsin, 
I asked the Wisconsin Economic Devel- 
opment Corporation to offer Kimberly- 
Clark the same deal for jobs as Fox- 
conn,” Walker tweeted. 

More than 600 people are employed 
at the Kimberly-Clark plants, which 
make non-woven fabric products and 
Depend adult diapers respectively. The 
company previously announced a plan 
to cut as many as 5,000 jobs globally 
and there could still be more job losses 
in Wisconsin. 

Walker sent out his tweet as Fox Val- 
ley Democrats separately called for 
helping keep the Kimberly-Clark plants 
open by providing $60 million — or 2% 
of what could be spent on Foxconn. 

Under their proposal, the state would 
provide $30 million each for two revolv- 
ing loan programs, one to help mills in- 
vest in energy and water efficiency and 


See WALKER, Page 11A 


Teen girl’s body remains at morgue 2 months after death 


Father wants cremation; 
mother won't consent 


Crocker Stephenson 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Amina Krouser, a14-year-old girl who 
authorities say was horribly abused and 
neglected, died in early December. 

Almost two months later, her body 
remains at the Milwaukee County 
morgue. 

Her father, Michael Krouser, says he 
wants his daughter’s body to be cremat- 
ed and for the remains to be sent to him 
in San Antonio, Texas. 


But Amina’s mother, 
who is charged with her 
death and in jail, says the 
procedure violates her 
personal and religious 
beliefs. She refuses to al- 
low the procedure to go 
forward. 

So Amina’s body, which arrived at the 
medical examiner’s office with nothing 
but a couple of blankets, a stuffed ani- 
mal and a drawing, remains in a kind of 
legal limbo. 

At blame, in part, is a Wisconsin law 
that fails to extend its protections to 
children such as Amina. 

“This case presents a hole in the law,” 
said Matthew Torbenson, who is prose- 


Ababneh 


cuting Amina’s mother, Azlyza Abab- 
neh. 

Ababneh is charged with child ne- 
glect resulting in death, child abuse, in- 
tentionally causing harm and three 
counts of misdemeanor child neglect. 

And while Ababneh faces more than 
20 years in prison, she is not, signifi- 
cantly, charged with homicide. 

Under Wisconsin law, Torbenson 
said, “if a person is charged with homi- 
cide of the decedent, they lose the right 
to make a determination on how the re- 
mains should be handled.” 

“The statute does not include child 
neglect resulting in death. Thus, this 
unfortunate gap in the law allows the 
defendant to continue to object — and 


will require the father to go to family 
court,” he said. 

The fact that Ababneh maintains pa- 
rental control of Amina’s body in death 
is all the more appalling when placed 
against what Ababheh is accused of do- 
ing to the child’s body in life. 

According to a criminal complaint, 
Amina and her two siblings lived with 
their mother in a house with no heat or 
running water. 

Amina became ill with cold-like 
symptoms Nov. 26. 

Her condition worsened over the 
next four days. Eventually, she did not 
know her name and lost control of her 


See AMINA, Page 7A 
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Timberlake to play Bucks arena Market drop called no big deal 


The Dow takes another big hit, but 
not to worry, experts say. 10A 


Justin Timberlake, fresh off the Super Bowl 
halftime, announces a stop here Sept. 21. 1C 


